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were all that was needed for the reorganization of the State, his
failure shows the incurable weakness of any direct military
action in a revolutionary enterprise. The army leaders may
instigate a coup d'etat, but in order to carry it to completion they
need political machinery, and they must not allow the army
to be dragged into direct, active participation. An undisguised
military coup remains at all times a mere episode in the political
struggle, and throws away the indispensable safeguard of the
availability of the army for use in emergency in the day-to-day
political struggles.
Accordingly, the Reichswehr took no part in the second
attempt at a nationalist putsch, the first attempt made by the
National Socialists; it remained deaf to all allurements.
General Seeckt declared that only one man could carry out a
putsch and that was he himself, and he was not going to do it.
This was not out of loyalty but because he realized that,
however favourable to success the conditions might seem, there
had been inadequate political preparation for a coup d'e*tat.
This second attempt at a national revolution came to grief even
more quickly than the Kapp putsch had done. It had been, if
possible, even more amateurishly and sketchily improvised than
the^earlier one, in a whirl of romanticism; for the most part it
was not the work of adults but of grown-up children.
Between the second and the third attempt lay years of
political and military experience of the most varied sort in the
field of coups d'&at. It was learnt that the modern coup is as
far as could be from being a romantic undertaking; the main
conditions for success, as Malaparte had shown, are a definite
tactical plan and a special technique. It was also learnt that a
coup d'&at can be carried out piecemeal, at intervals, and
almost without a sound. And it was learnt that the grafting of
revolutionary violence on constitutional legality can be
facilitated by permitting constitutional governmental power to
be taken over by a safe combination of Parliamentary forces,